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Welcome to the phase
one edition of the 201617 Notre Dame Lower
Division IB News. We are
proud of the outstanding
program that we have at
our school.

What is the IB
Mission?

The International
Baccalaureate aims to
develop inquiring,
knowledgeable, and caring young people who
help to create a better and more peaceful
world through intercultural understanding and
respect.

its mission, focused on the
student. The three programs,
Primary Years Programme, Middle
Years Programme and Diploma
Programme, help develop the
intellectual, personal, emotional
and social skills to live, learn and
work in a rapidly globalizing
world.
There currently are 4,102 schools
in 145 countries developing and
offering these challenging
programs to more than 1,108,000
students aged 3 to 19 years. Notre Dame was
the first Catholic school in the United States
offering all three programs of the IB.

To this end, the organization works with
schools, governments, and international
organizations to develop challenging programs
of international education and rigorous
assessment.
These programs encourage students across
the world to become active, compassionate,
and lifelong learners who understand that
other people, with their differences, can also
be right.
Founded in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1968, the
International Baccalaureate® (IB) is a nonprofit educational foundation, motivated by
School’s Mission: “With God, we form good Christian people, upright citizens, & academic scholars.”

PYP WRITTEN CURRICULUM

The Primary Years Programme has identified
six areas of knowledge, called
transdisciplinary themes. The themes are
considered to be of lasting significance for
students in PYP schools anywhere in the
world. The themes, Who We Are, Where We
Are in Place and Time, How We Express
Ourselves, How the World Works, How We
Organize Ourselves, and Sharing the Planet,
provide a framework for teachers to design
units of inquiry incorporating state and
national content area standards as well as
opportunities for students to develop the
skills, attitudes, concepts and knowledge
needed to become internationally-minded
people and life-long learners.
A PYP school organizes units under the
transdsiciplinary themes through a curriculum
map called a Programme of Inquiry
(POI). PYP units of inquiry
are transdisciplinary in nature. Teachers use
structured inquiry to guide students through
units that incorporate perspectives from a
variety of content areas (science, social
studies, reading and writing, math, arts,
music, physical education, Spanish, etc.) to
reach understandings of concepts such as
systems, conflict, interdependence,
governments, sustainability, and identity.
The six transdisciplinary themes are
addressed at each grade level, even though
the individual units of inquiry based upon
them are all unique, exploring different
aspects of each theme descriptor. In

addition to six yearly transdisciplinary units
of inquiry based upon
the PYP transdisciplinary themes, students
receive focused daily instruction in Math and
Literacy to ensure that they continue to
develop their skills in those foundational
subject areas.
The PYP transdisciplinary themes can be
summarized as follows:
Who We Are: An inquiry into ourselves, our
beliefs and values, rights and responsibilities,
our friends, families and cultures.
Where We Are in Place and Time: An
inquiry into our location in place and time, our
personal histories, local and global history and
geography, migrations and discoveries of
ourselves and others, the contributions of
individuals and civilizations.
How We Express Ourselves: An inquiry into
the myriad ways that we discover and express
ourselves, our ideas, our feelings, our
cultures, and our beliefs and values.
How the World Works: An inquiry into the
natural world and its laws; the world of
science and technology and their impact on
society and on the environment.
How We Organize Ourselves: An inquiry into
human systems and communities and their
impact on society and the environment.
Sharing the Planet: An inquiry into
relationships between living things and how
humans and other living things share
resources and opportunities.
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INQUIRING MINDS
PHASE ONE UNIT OF
INQUIRY SUMMARIES

Junior Kindergarten 3
Junior Kindergarten 4
Kindergarten
First Grade
Second Grade
Third Grade
Fourth Grade
Fifth Grade

Please click on the grade
level to see a glimpse of
each Unit of Inquiry.
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